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Enclosure 1:   Press statement of Finance Minister Abul Maal A Muhith 
on the visit to India for the Annual Meeting of the ADB. 
11 May 2013 

 
2-5 †g, 2013 mgqKv‡j fvi‡Z AbywôZ Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vs‡Ki 46Zg evwl©K 

mfvi Dci gvbbxq A_©gš¿x Rbve Aveyj gvj Ave`yj gywnZ-Gi 

†cÖm weªwds 
(11 †g, 2013, kwbevi, ỳcyi- 01:30 wgwb‡U) 

 
Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vsK-Gi 46Zg evwl©K m‡¤§jb 2-5 †g-†Z AbywôZ nq| MZ eQ‡iB Gkxq Dbœqb 
e¨vs‡Ki evwl©K m‡¤§j‡b fviZe‡l©i Z`vbxš—b A_©gš¿x Avgv‡K w`j−xi m‡¤§j‡b GKwU eo `j wb‡q 
Ask wb‡Z Aby‡iva K‡ib| Z`byhvqx Gev‡i Avgv‡`i cÖwZwbwa`‡j K‡qKRb gvbbxq msm` m`m¨, 
K‡qKRb e¨emv-evwYR¨ cÖwZôv‡bi cÖwZwbwa Ges K‡qKRb mvsevw`K wb‡q w`j−x‡Z AbywôZ mfvq 
†hvM`vb Kwi| Avgiv 2 †g-†Z XvKv Qvwo Ges 6 Zvwi‡L wd‡i Avwm| Avgv‡`i `‡ji m`m¨‡`i 
ZvwjKv mshy³| †mLv‡b wbgœwjwLZ Abyôvb¸‡jv‡Z Avgiv AskMÖnY Kwit 

(1) 2 Zvwi‡L fvi‡Zi A_©gš¿xi m‡½ evsjv‡`‡ki A_©gš¿x Ges miKvix cÖwZwbwa`‡ji ˆeVK nq; 
(2) evsjv‡`‡ki †Wwj‡MU Ges fviZxq †bZ…̄ ’vbxq wewb‡qvMKvix‡`i mgš^‡q 3 ZvwiL mKv‡j 

Confederation of Indian Industry GKwU Av‡jvPbv mfvi e¨e¯’v K‡ib| hvi welqe ‘̄ wQj 
“Boosting Sub-Regional Development through Increased Investment & Trade”| GB 
Abyôv‡b evsjv‡`k e¨vs‡Ki Mfb©i Ges Avgv‡`i `‡ji me m`m¨ AskMÖnY K‡ib; 

(3) 3 ZvwiL Aciv‡ý mvK© A_©gš¿x‡`i ˆeVK nq| hvi we‡kl Av‡jvP¨ welq wQj “Infrastructure 

Financing in South Asia”| GB mfvq AvMvgx AvM‡÷ AbywôZe¨ kªxjsKvq A_©gš¿x‡`i ˆeVK 
m¤^‡Ü wKQz Av‡jvPbv nq| G‡Z ïay A_©gš¿x I A_©‰bwZK m¤úK© wefv‡Mi mwPe Ask †bb; 

(4) 4 ZvwiL mKvj †ejv Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vs‡Ki Mfb©i‡`i GKwU ivDÛ †Uwej ˆeV‡K “Asian 

Energy Outlook and Issues” wb‡q Av‡jvPbv nq| G‡ZI ïay A_©gš¿x Ask †bb| 
(5) AZtci 4 ZvwiL mKv‡j Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vs‡Ki D‡Øvabx mfv AbywôZ nq| G‡Z me cÖwZwbwaiv 

Ask †bb| 
(6) †mw`b Acivý 2:30 Uvq evwl©K mfvi Plenary Awa‡ekb AbywôZ nq †hLv‡b A_©gš¿x e³e¨ 

iv‡Lb| GLv‡b me m`m¨ Dcw ’̄Z wQ‡jb; 
(7) †mw`b mv‡o 4Uvq msm` m`m¨MY fvi‡Zi A_©gš¿xi m‡½ GK ˆeV‡K wgwjZ nb; 
(8) 5 Zvwi‡L mKv‡j †bv‡ej weRqx Aa¨vcK AgZ©¨ †mb “pragmatic policy for providing 

essential services by the public sector” wel‡q e³e¨ †`b| G‡Z evsjv‡`‡ki cÖwZwbwa `j 
†_‡K ïay A_©gš¿x Ask †bb; 

(9) 5 ZvwiL mKvj 10Uvq e¨vs‡Ki mgvcbx mfv AbywôZ nq| G‡ZI cÖvq me m`m¨ Ask †bb; 
(10) 5 ZvwiL Aciv‡ý A_©gš¿x I Zvi Kg©KZ©v‡`i m‡½ Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vs‡Ki †cÖwm‡W‡›Ui GKwU 

ˆeVK nq| 

GQvov wb‡gœv³ mvgvwRK Abyôv‡b me m`m¨ AskMÖnY K‡ibt 

(1) 2 †g-†Z gvbbxq msm` m`m¨ Rbve gvC ỳj Bmjvg evsjv‡`‡ki mKj †Wwj‡MU‡`i ˆbk‡fv‡R 
Avc¨vqb K‡ib; 
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(2) 3 ZvwiL mÜ¨v‡ejv Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vs‡Ki †cÖwm‡W›U me †Wwj‡MU‡`i Rb¨ wiwmck‡bi 
Av‡qvRb K‡ib; 

(3) 4 †g-†Z mÜ¨v‡ejv fviZ miKv‡ii Zid †_‡K me †Wwj‡MU‡`i Rb¨ mvs¯‹…wZK Abyôvb Ges 
ˆbk‡fv‡Ri Av‡qvRb Kiv nq; 

(4) 5 ZvwiL mÜ¨v‡ejv evsjv‡`k wgk‡bi fvicÖvß nvB Kwgkbvi KvRx gvneye mv‡jn me 
†Wwj‡MU‡`i Rb¨ ˆbk‡fv‡Ri Av‡qvRb K‡ib| 

evsjv‡`‡ki gvbbxq msm` m`m¨MY wb‡R‡`i D‡`¨v‡M †jvKmfvi A‡bK m`m¨ Ges KwgwUi m‡½ 
bvbv Av‡jvPbvq AskMÖnY K‡ib| mvsevw`Ke„›`ivI wbR¯^ D‡`¨v‡M A‡bK Abyôv‡b AskMÖnY K‡ib| 
evsjv‡`‡ki A_©gš¿x 3, 4 I 5 ZvwiL cÖwZw`bB msev` gva¨‡gi m`m¨‡`i m‡½ ˆeV‡K wgwjZ nb| 

Confederation of Indian Industry-†Z AbywôZ mfvq fviZxq e¨emvqx †bZ…e„›` A‡bK `vwe-`vIqv 
iv‡Lb Ges Zv‡`i GKwU we‡kl `vwe wQj †h, fvi‡Zi m‡½ fviZxq gy ª̀vq evsjv‡`‡ki evwY‡R¨i 
e¨e ’̄v MÖnY| Gwel‡q gvbbxq A_©gš¿x mvK© †`k¸‡jvi Rb¨ Awfbœ gy`ªv cÖeZ©‡bi Zvi GKwU eû cyi‡bv 
cÖ¯—ve DÌvcb K‡ib| wZwb e‡jb †h, Avgv‡`i A_©bxwZ¸‡jvi eZ©gvb †h Ae ’̄v †mLv‡b BD‡ivi bvbv 
RwUj c×wZ Aej¤̂b bv K‡iI Awfbœ gy`ªv cÖPjb Kiv hvq| Ges wZb ev Z‡ZvwaK †`k GB cȪ —v‡e 
ivwR n‡j Awfbœ gy`ªv cÖeZ©b Kiv †h‡Z cv‡i| GB wel‡q mvK© A_©gš¿x‡`i Avm‡i evsjv‡`‡ki A_©gš¿x 
Zvi cÖ¯—vewU Av‡jvPbv K‡ib| mvK© †`k¸‡jv‡Z evwYR¨ e„w×i D‡`¨v‡M GB c`‡¶c g~j¨evb f~wgKv 
ivL‡Z cvi‡e| 

fvi‡Zi A_©gš¿xi m‡½ Avgv‡`i `yÕ`dv Av‡jvPbv nq| cÖ_‡gB fviZxq A_©gš¿x wbwðZ K‡ib †h, 
evsjv‡`‡ki Rb¨ †h FY fviZ w`‡q‡Q Zvi e¨env‡i AMÖMwZ m‡š—vlRbK| cÖvq 800 wgwjqb Wjv‡ii 
bvbv cÖKí ev Lwi` Pzw³ m¤úv`b n‡q‡Q A_ev m¤úv`bvi c‡_ Av‡Q| †Kvb †Kvb †¶‡Î mieivn I 
ev¯—evqb ïi“ n‡q‡Q| 200 wgwjqb Abỳ v‡bi 50 wgwjqb evsjv‡`k †c‡q‡Q Av‡iv 50 wgwjqb 
AwP‡i n¯—vš—i Kiv n‡e| AZtci Ab¨vb¨ welq wb‡q K_vevZ©v nqt (1) evwYR¨ I wewb‡qv‡Mi KwZcq 
wel‡q Amyweav Av‡jvwPZ nq †hgb letter of credit settlement G Awbqg I wej¤^| G cÖm‡½ 
Lilliput-Gi Avg`vwbK…Z †cvkv‡Ki †`bv cwi‡kv‡ai wel‡qI Av‡jvPbv nq| GB welqwUi Avï 
wb®úwË  bv n‡j evwYR¨ e¨vnZ n‡Z cv‡i e‡j Avgiv AvksKv cÖKvk Kwi| (2) gvbbxq gš¿x Avgv‡`i 
Rvbvb †h, mxgv‡š— ¸jxMvjvR I nZ¨vI wbqš¿‡Y Avm‡Q| (3) wfmv cÖ`vb wb‡q wKQz RwUjZv wZwb 
¯^xKvi K‡ib Ges e‡jb †h Zvi KviY n‡jv wfmvcÖvß‡`i A‡b‡Ki cÖZ¨veZ©b, nq wejw¤^Z nq ev 
wbewÜZ nq bv e‡j wnmve wgjv‡Z Amyweav nq| (4) wZwb AvMiZjvq m¤¢ve¨ Lv`¨ NvUwZ †gUv‡bvi 
Rb¨ Ri“wi wfwË‡Z AvïMÄ w`‡q Lv`¨cY¨ mieiv‡ni Rb¨ m¤§wZi welq †Zv‡j a‡ib| Avgv‡`i 
Zid †_‡K ejv nq †h iv¯—vNvU, †ij ms‡hvM ev b`x ms‡hvM ZZ DbœZ bq e‡j UªvbwRU myweav ZZ 
e¨envi Kiv hv‡”Q bv| ZvB Avgiv †hvMv‡hvM Dbœq‡b †Rvi w`w”Q| Aewk¨ GB we‡kl welqwU wb‡q 
†bŠcwienb gš¿Yvjq e¨e¯’v wb‡”Q| (5) 250 †gMvIqvU we`y¨r mieivn h_vmg‡q RyjvB gv‡m m¤¢e 
n‡e e‡j `yÕc¶B m‡š—vl cÖKvk K‡i| (6) `yB †`‡ki g‡a¨ evwYR¨ Dbœq‡bi Rb¨ DcK~jxq Rvnv‡Ri 
gva¨‡g PÆMÖvg ev gsjvi m‡½ fvi‡Zi c~e©-DcK~j e›`‡ii (†hgb wekvLv cÆg) mivmwi †hvMv‡hv‡Mi 
wel‡q gvbbxq gš¿x †Rvi †`b| wZwb e‡jb †h, GLb evwYR¨ Pj‡Q wm½vcy‡i wM‡q UªvÝwkc‡g‡›Ui 
gva¨‡g| 
(7) evsjv‡`‡ki Zid †_‡K ejv nq †h, Avgv‡`i BSTIÕi mb` fvi‡Zi ISTI KZ…©K MÖn‡Yi e¨e¯’v 
`ª“Z m¤úbœ Kiv `iKvi| (8) fvi‡Zi gvbbxq gš¿x ¯’jc‡_ evwYR¨ m¤cÖmvi‡Yi welq Zz‡j a‡ib| 
Avgiv Avgv‡`i mxwgZ m¶gZvi K_v e¨vL¨v Kwi Ges GB my‡hvM m¤cÖmvi‡Yi mw`”Qv †NvlYv Kwi| 
(9) fvi‡Zi gš¿x Avoidance of Double Taxation-Gi Pzw³ ¯^v¶‡ii cÖwZ †Rvi †`b| G wel‡q 
Av‡jvPbv P~ovš— ch©v‡q Av‡Q| 
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evsjv‡`‡ki msm` m`m¨iv fvi‡Zi gvbbxq A_©gš¿xi Kv‡Q wb‡gœv³ welq wb‡q Av‡jvPbv K‡ibt- wZ¯—
v Pzw³, wQUgnj n¯—vš—i, mxgvš— wba©viY, evwY‡R¨ bb-U¨vwid wewa-wb‡la, wfmv cÖ`v‡b Awbqg I 
wej¤^| fvi‡Zi gvbbxq gš¿x e‡jb †h, fvi‡Zi mw`”Qvi †Kvb Afve †bB Ges †hme Amyweavi K_v 
ejv n‡q‡Q †m¸‡jv wb®úwËi wel‡q wZwb h_vh_ gnj‡K m‡PZb Ki‡eb| wZwb Av‡iv e‡jb †h, 
fvi‡Zi gvbbxq cÖavbgš¿x †hme A½xKvi K‡i‡Qb Zv me¸‡jv AwP‡iB ev¯—evwqZ n‡e Ges `yB 
cÖavbgš¿xi Avmbœ ˆeV‡KB me wb®úbœ n‡e| fyUvb I †bcvj †_‡K we ỳ¨r Avg`vwb I evsjv‡`‡ki e›`i 
w`‡q cY¨ mieivn m¤^‡Ü wÎc¶xq mg‡SvZvi wel‡qI Av‡jvPbv nq| 

m‡¤§jb Dcj‡¶ ÒBgvwR©s gv‡K©UmÓ cÖwZôv‡bi Zid †_‡K cÖwZw`b GKwU †µvocÎ cÖKvk Kiv nq| 
cÖ_g w`‡bi †µvoc‡Î evsjv‡`‡ki mf‡ib eÛ Bmy¨i wel‡q we‡kl cÖwZ‡e`b Dc ’̄vwcZ nq| wØZxq 
w`‡bi †µvoc‡Î †cvkvKwk‡í mvfvi `yN©Ubvi wel‡q GKwU cÖwZ‡e`b cÖKvwkZ nq| GB cÖwZ‡e`‡b 
ejv nq †h, G‡Z evsjv‡`‡ki idZvwb evRvi Lye msKzwPZ n‡e bv, Z‡e evsjv‡`‡ki †cvkvKwk‡í 
kªwgK‡`i wbivcËv wbwðZ Ki‡Z miKvi Ges wkí‡K A‡bK †ewk hZœevb n‡Z n‡e| GB cÖwZ‡e`‡b 
AviI ejv nq †h, GB ỳN©Ubv bq eis Ab¨vb¨ ivR‰bwZK Av‡›`vjbB †cvkvKwk‡íi †µZv‡`i 
evsjv‡`‡k †h‡Z w`‡”Q bv| 

Avwg ¯’vcbv am m¤‡̂Ü ewj †h ÒGUv huge tragedy” Ges Avwg AKz¯’v‡b wM‡q †`‡LwQ †h KZ eo 
me©bvk n‡q‡Q| Avwg Av‡iv †`‡LwQ †h `y‡h©v‡M gvbyl wK iKg gvbeZv I åvZ…Z¡ †ev‡a DØy× n‡q wK 
e¨vcK D×viKvh© Pvjv‡”Q| G iKg ỳN©Ubv †`‡ki fveg~wZ© ¶zYœ K‡i Ges Zv‡Z Avg`vwbKviKiv Ab¨ 
evRv‡i †h‡Z Pvq| wKš‘ Avwg g‡b Kwi bv †h G‡Z serious Amyweav n‡e|Ó Avwg Av‡iv ewj †h 
evsjv‡`‡k †cvkvK wkí k³ wfwËi Dci cÖwZwôZ Ges Zv n‡q‡Q gvÎ wZwik eQ‡i| evsjv‡`k GB 
wk‡í fvj Ki‡Q Ges GB Lv‡Zi DbœwZ †`‡k bvbv ai‡bi BwZevPK cÖfve †d‡j‡Q| miKviI `„pZvi 
m‡½ kªwgK my‡hvM-myweav msi¶‡Y I cÖmv‡i c`‡¶c wb‡”Q| Avg`vwbKviKiv Zv‡Z ¯^w¯— cv‡e| 
miKvi me¸‡jv KviLvbv Rwic Kivi D‡`¨vM wb‡q‡Q Ges Zv‡Z Zviv †cvkvK wkí mwgwZ I kªwgK 
cÖwZwbwa‡`i m¤ú„³ K‡i AwZ `ª“Z Amyweav ïaiv‡bvi e¨e¯’v wb‡q‡Q| ZvB Avgvi g‡b nq Zv‡Z 
evRvi ms‡KvP‡bi m¤¢vebv Kg Ges P~ovš— wePv‡i G‡Z †cvkvK idZvwb‡Z †Kvb †bwZevPK cÖfve 
co‡e bv, mvgwqK wKQz Amyweav n‡Z cv‡i nq‡Zv| wZwik eQ‡i evsjv‡`k KviLvbvq wbivcËv weav‡b 
I kªwgK myweav msi¶‡Y h‡_ó `¶Zv †`wL‡q‡Q| Ab¨Î †h Kv‡R kZ ev Z`yaŸ© eQi †j‡M‡Q Avgiv 
Zv wZb `k‡K m¤¢e K‡i Zz‡jwQ| wbðqB Avš—R©vwZK e¨emvqx gnj Zvi g~j¨ †`‡e| 

GB mfv PjvKv‡j Rvcv‡bi RvBKvi cÖwZwbwa‡`i m‡½ evsjv‡`‡ki miKvix cÖwZwbwa`‡ji GKwU 
Av‡jvPbv mfv AbywôZ nq| GQvov m‡¤§jb PjvKv‡j wewfbœ mg‡q Avgv‡`i miKvix Kg©KZ©v‡`i mv‡_ 
Kz‡qZ dvÛ, I‡cK dvÛ, d«v‡Ýi AFD Ges BD‡ivcxq Bb‡f÷‡g›U e¨vs‡Ki Kg©KZ©v‡`i evsjv‡`‡k 
wewb‡qvM wb‡q Av‡jvPbv nq| G mKj cÖwZôvb‡K evsjv‡`‡k AwaKZi wewb‡qv‡Mi Aby‡iva Kiv nq| 

Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vs‡Ki Kg©KZ©v‡`i m‡½ wewfbœ ch©v‡qi Av‡jvPbv Ges me©‡k‡l GwWweÕi †cÖwm‡W›U 
bvKvIqvi m‡½ Av‡jvPbvq Gkxq Dbœqb e¨vs‡Ki m‡½ eZ©gvb eQ‡ii Kvh©µg wb‡q m‡š—vl cÖKvk Kiv 
nq| evsjv‡`k `vwe K‡i †h, evsjv‡`‡ki ˆe‡`wkK mvnvh¨ e¨env‡i `¶Zvi mg_©‡b Gkxq Dbœqb 
e¨vs‡Ki AwaKZi mvnvh¨ cÖ̀ vb Kiv h_vh_ n‡e| evsjv‡`k AviI `vwe K‡i †h, K¨vwcUvj gv‡K©U 
†W‡fjc‡g›U-Gi gZ AviI ev‡RU mv‡cvU© Kvh©µg MÖnY Kivi cÖ‡qvRb Av‡Q| Avwg †cÖwm‡W›U‡K 
cÙv †mZzi ev¯—evq‡b KvwiMwi mnvqZv cÖ`v‡bi AvnŸvb RvbvB Ges †m e¨vcv‡i g‡b nq †h BwZevPK 
Bw½Z †c‡Z m¶g n‡qwQ| GwWweÕi Avmbœ m¤ú` AvniY msK‡Ui †gvKv‡ejvi Rb¨ Avwg GwWweÕi 
bZzb †cÖwm‡W›U‡K we‡kl D‡`¨vM wb‡Z Aby‡iva Kwi Ges Avkv KiwQ †h, Gi mgvav‡b Pxb I fviZ 
we‡kl f~wgKv ivL‡e| 

=== 
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XvKv¯’ AP-i weK…Z cÖwZ‡e`b, Emerging Market-G cÖKvwkZ `yÕwU cÖwZ‡e`b Ges Daily Star-Gi 
Rbve †iRvDj Kwig evqi‡bi †cÖwiZ cÖwZ‡e`‡bi Kwc mshy³| 
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Enclosure II:  The Associated Press Statement of  News, Values & Principles by Farid Hossain 
and Julhas Alam of Dhaka. 3 May 2013 

 
May. 3, 2013 11:35 AM ET 
Bangladesh official: Disaster not 'really serious' 
By FARID HOSSAIN and JULHAS ALAM, Associated Press THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
STATEMENT OF NEWS VALUES AND PRINCIPLES  

A woman covers her nose to block out the smell of decomposing bodies as people in the background 
identify bodies at a makeshift morgue where victims of the collapse of a garment factory buildings are 
brought Friday, May 3, 2013 in Savar, near Dhaka, Bangladesh. Authorities suspended the mayor of the 
suburb of Savar, where the building was located, and arrested an engineer who called for the building’s 
evacuation last week but was also accused of helping the owner add three illegal floors to the eight-story 
structure. (AP Photo/Wong Maye-E) 

DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) — Bangladesh's finance minister downplayed the impact of last week's 
factory-building collapse on his country's garment industry, saying Friday he didn't think it was "really 
serious" hours after the 500th body was pulled from the debris. 

Finance Minister Abul Maal Abdul Muhith spoke as the government cracked down on those it blamed for 
the disaster in the Dhaka suburb of Savar. It suspended Savar's mayor and arrested an engineer who had 
called for the building's evacuation last week, but was also accused of helping the owner add three illegal 
floors to the eight-story structure. The building owner was arrested earlier. 

The government appears to be attempting to fend off accusations that it is in part to blame for the tragedy 
because of weak oversight of the building's construction. 

During a visit to the Indian capital, New Delhi, Muhith said the disaster would not harm Bangladesh's 
garment industry, which is by far the country's biggest source of export income. 

"The present difficulties ... well, I don't think it is really serious — it's an accident," he said. "And the steps 
that we have taken in order to make sure that it doesn't happen, they are quite elaborate and I believe that it 
will be appreciated by all." 

The government made similar promises after a garment factory fire five months ago that killed 112, saying 
it would inspect factories for safety and pull the licenses of those that failed. However, that plan has yet to 
be implemented. 

Asked if he was worried that foreign retailers might pull orders from his country, Muhith said he wasn't: 
"These are individual cases of ... accidents. It happens everywhere." 

Muhith, a long-time government official from a prominent family, has been criticized for insensitive 
comments in the past — even by his own party. Last year when thousands of small investors lost their 
savings and poured into the streets seeking government intervention, Muhith said it wasn't responsible and 
the investors were at fault. 

The official death toll from the April 24 collapse reached 512 Friday and was expected to climb, making it 
likely the deadliest garment-factory accident in world history. It surpassed long-ago disasters such as New 
York's Triangle Shirtwaist factory fire, which killed 146 workers in 1911, and more recent tragedies such 
as a 2012 fire that killed about 260 people in Pakistan and one in Bangladesh that same year that killed 
112. 

At the site of the collapse, workers carefully used cranes to remove the concrete rubble and continue the 
slow task of recovering bodies. The official number of missing has been 149 since Wednesday, though 
unofficial estimates are higher. 

"We are still proceeding cautiously so that we get the bodies intact," said Maj. Gen. Chowdhury Hassan 
Suhwardy, the commander of the area's army garrison supervising the rescue operation. 
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A government investigator said Friday that substandard building materials, combined with the vibration of 
the heavy machines used by the five garment factories inside the Rana Plaza building, led to the horrific 
collapse. 

Mainuddin Khandkar, the head of a government committee investigating the disaster, said substandard 
rods, cement, bricks and other weak materials were used in the building's construction. 

About 15 minutes before the collapse, the building was hit by a power blackout, so its heavy generators 
were turned on, shaking the weakened structure, Khandkar said. 

"The vibration created by machines and generators operating in the five garment factories contributed first 
to the cracks and then the collapse," he said, adding that a final report would be soon submitted to the 
government. 

Police official Ohiduzzaman said Friday that engineer Abdur Razzak Khan was arrested a day earlier on a 
charge of negligence. He said Khan worked as a consultant to Rana Plaza owner Mohammed Sohel Rana 
when the illegal three-floor addition was made to the building. 

Rana called Khan to inspect the building after it developed cracks on April 23, local media reported. That 
night Khan appeared on a private television station saying that after his inspection he told Rana to evacuate 
the building because it was not safe. 

Khan, a former engineer at Jahangirnagar University near Savar, said he told government engineers the 
building needed to be examined further. 

Police ordered the building evacuated, but witnesses say Rana told people gathered outside the next 
morning that the building was safe and that garment factory managers told their workers to go inside. It 
collapsed hours later. 

Authorities also suspended the mayor of Savar, Mohammad Refatullah, for alleged negligence, said Abu 
Alam, a top official of the local government ministry. 

Alam said an official investigation had found that the mayor ignored rules in approving the design and 
layout of the doomed building. The mayor is from the opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party, which has 
criticized his suspension as politically motivated. 

The government also effectively suspended Kabir Hossain Sardar, the top government administrator at 
Savar, following reports that he declared the building safe after inspecting the cracks a day before the 
collapse. Sardar had close links with Rana. Alam said the government was taking action against everyone 
involved with Rana and his building. 

Rana was arrested earlier and is expected to be charged with negligence, illegal construction and forcing 
workers to join work, crimes punishable by a maximum of seven years in jail. Authorities have not said if 
more serious crimes will be added. 

The Bangladesh High Court has ordered the government to confiscate Rana's property and freeze the assets 
of the owners of the factories in Rana Plaza so the money can be used to pay the salaries of their workers. 

The minimum wage for a garment worker is $38 a month, after being nearly doubled this year following 
violent protests by workers. According to the World Bank, the per capita income in Bangladesh was about 
$64 a month in 2011. 

Among the garment makers in the building were Phantom Apparels, Phantom Tac, Ether Tex, New Wave 
Style and New Wave Bottoms. 
___ 
 
AP Videojournalist Archana Thiyagarajan in New Delhi contributed to this report. 
Associated Press 
Copyright 2013 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, 
rewritten or redistributed. 
 









Enclosure IV: Report sent by Mr Rezaul Karim Byron to the Daily Star. 
 3 May 2013 from Delhi 
 
Abdul Maal A. Muhith, finance minister Bangladesh, told reporters on May 3 in New 
Delhi. 
 
``Garment industry earns 77 percent of country's foreign exchange/export earnings. It 
employs roughly 4 million organized labor force. It’s a large industry. The present 
difficulties -- I don’t think it is very serious. It's an accident. We have taken steps in order 
to make sure it does not happen again, they are quite elaborate.” 
 
I don’t think (importers will leave the country.) 
 
``Look at the growth of garment industry. Garment industry is about 30 years old only. It 
grew up in small shops in unhygienic conditions. Buildings were poorly constructed. We 
have been changing these overtime. But enforcement is a problem. It's a problem in my 
country and in your country also. Under these circumstances we have how many fires in 
the last five years? One or two. How many collapses? One. And there have been other 
things like strikes etc. From that point of view there is nothing to worry. We have not 
failed to meet in any sort of their demands... demand for safety, for sanitary & congenial 
environment, for labour conveniences and salary increase. We are undertaking a survey 
of all garment factories to ensure safety standard, to ensure that building are well 
constructed etc. Such a large rescue operation have not been done anywhere in the world 
in the last ten years. Rescuing 3,000 people alive…. 
 
On risk of losing contracts:  
 
``It will have impact we know and we are trying our best to avoid that. But I don’t think it 
is going to be serious. Already some of those who threatened to go away as a result of the 
fire have come back.'' 
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